SUMMARY We present a family in which the differential diagnosis between X linked Duchenne muscular dystrophy and autosomal recessive Duchenne-like muscular dystrophy was resolved in favour of the latter by analysis of dystrophin, which is the protein product of the Duchenne muscular dystrophy locus.
X linked Duchenne muscular dystrophy is the commonest of the neuromuscular diseases of childhood, occurring in approximately 1 in 3300 live male births.' In contrast, autosomal recessive Duchenne-like muscular dystrophy is rare.2 3 We describe a family where the differential diagnosis lay between these two conditions, and was resolved by analysis of dystrophin, which is the protein product of the Duchenne muscular dystrophy locus.4
Case reports
The family was referred for genetic counselling because the eldest daughter (DS), now aged 13 years, had a diagnosis of muscular dystrophy. The parents were healthy and unrelated; there was no family history of muscle disease. They also had a son of 2 years (JS) and a normal daughter aged 10 years. 
